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After the death of a family member, 
surviving relatives often face daunting 
challenges sorting and managing a 
deceased person’s affairs.  Not the least of 
these challenges is the need to meet the 
requirements of CRA for securing Clearance 
Certificates.  In light of this, we have 
dedicated this month’s newsletter to 
providing basic information regarding this 
somewhat complex process.  

The CRA “Clearance Certificate”  

CRA Tax Clearance 
Certificates are  not 
automatically issued, 
they have to be 
requested.  Here’s 
how it’s done...    

Q: What is a Clearance Certificate? 
A: A tax clearance certificate is certification from 
the Canada Revenue Agency  (CRA) that all 
amounts for which the taxpayer is, or can reasonably 
be expected to become liable for under the Income 
Tax Act at or before the time of distribution have 
been paid or that the Minister of National Revenue 
has accepted security for payment.   
 
The certificate applies to amounts for which you are 
or may become liable for payment as the legal 
representative.  These amounts include all Income  
 

Taxes (including Provincial and Territorial taxes that 
CRA administers) along with any interest and 
penalties.  The certificate also covers the payment of 
any outstanding Canada Pension Plan contributions 
and Employment Insurance premiums, including any 
associated interest and penalties.  
 
Q: Do I have to get a Clearance Certificate? 
A: It is not required for every Estate, but most 
Executors do get one anyway.   If an Executor 
distributes funds to the beneficiaries and 
subsequently discovers that there is tax owing, the 
executor him/herself may have to pay the 
outstanding taxes from their own money. 
 
Q: How do you get a Clearance Certificate? 
A: Clearance Certificates are not issued 
automatically, they have to be requested using CRA 
guidelines.  Of course, the accountant handling the 
tax return for the Estate is in the best position to 
assist with the process of securing a Clearance 
Certificate since they have knowledge of the tax 
system and how to go about getting them.  
 
The basic process for securing a CRA Clearance 
Certificate is as follows:   
 
1.  All of the outstanding tax returns for the deceased 
and the Estate must be filed.  After filing, the Notice 
of Assessment(s) for the returns will be issued. You 
can not ask for a clearance certificate until all the 
returns have been filed and the Notice of 
Assessment(s) received.  
 
2. The TX19 “Asking for a Clearance Certificate” 
form is required to be completed.   
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The information presented is only of a general nature, may 
omit many details and special rules, is current only as of its 
published date, and accordingly cannot be regarded as legal 
or tax advice. Please contact our office for more information 
on this subject and how it pertains to your specific tax or 
financial situation.  

The process can be slow and take several months, 
but to help CRA issue the certificate without delay, 
the following documents are required to accompany 
the  completed TX19 form. : 
 
1. A copy of the will, including any codicils, 

renunciations, disclaimers 
 

2. If the deceased died Intestate, a copy of the 
document appointing an administrator (for 
example the Letters of Administration or Letters 
of Verification issued by a probate court) 
 

3.  All probate documents   
 

4.  A copy of the trust document for inter vivos 
trusts 
 

5.  A statement showing the list of assets and 
distribution plan, including a description of each 
asset, adjusted cost base, and the fair market 
value at the date of death and at the date of 
distribution, if not at the same time.  
 

6. The names, addresses and social insurance 
numbers or account numbers of the recipients as 
well as each ones relationship to the deceased.  
 

7.  If a statement of properties has been prepared 
for a probate court CRA will usually accept a 
copy and a list of any properties that the 
deceased owned before death and that passed 
directly to beneficiaries.  
 

8. Any other documents that are necessary to prove 
that you are the  legal representative.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

In addition, you will need to complete a form T1013 
“Authorizing or Cancelling a Representative”, if 
you want CRA to communicate with any other 
person or firm, or you want the clearance certificate 
sent to any address other than your own.  
  
 
 
We trust this information has been helpful to you.  
Meanwhile, if you require assistance with any of 
your Estate concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 
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